10	Divieio Imperil
the kingdom thought and spoke with Agobard, because they realised
the advantages which accrued to the Church from the government of a
single emperor in a realm where Church and State were ho intimately
connected. Throughout these strujjgles, which di.st,ur1>ed the whole of
the reign of Louis the Pious, the party in favour of unity counted in its
ranks nearly all the political writers of the time, Agohard, Pasehasius
JRadbertus, Floras of Lyons* They have been accused of defending their
personal interests under cover of the principle, and it has been pointed
out that often the so-called party of unity was nothing hut the coterie
which gathered round Lothar. It i» probable enough that the conduct
of the sons of Louis and of the principal count* who took part with
each of them was dictated by motives purely puritoiial, but if the more
important leaders of the ecclesiastical aristocracy are found supporting
Lothar, it must not be forgotten that Lothar atood for the unity of
the Empire for which the Church was working*
However this may be, the arrangements made at Aix, after three
days devoted to fasting and almsgiving in order to call down the
blessing and inspiration of God upon the assembly about to be opened,
might seem of a kind to reconcile diverse principle and interest.   The
title of emperor was conferred upon Loth&r, who Ixwtune bin father's
colleague in the general administration of the Frank is h monarchy.   His
coronation took place before the assembly amid the loud applaune of the
crowd.   The title of king was confirmed to his two brothers, mid their
dominions received some augmentation.   With Aquittune* Popin received
Gascony and the county of Toulouse, as well as the Burgundmn counties
of Autun, Avallon and Nevcrw,   Lou in took Bavaria which Lothar had
held, with suzerainty over the Carinthians, the Bohemiaim and the Slavs.
The rest of the Empire was, on the death of Louis, to revert to Ix>thar,
who alone was to enjoy the title of Emperor,   It is somewhat difficult to
say what was to be the position of the young kings with regard to Louis
the Pious.   It is probable that in practice it was modified with the
lapse of time and the age of the princes,   Indeed Loui», who may from
this time be called Louis the German, the name by which hiatory knows
him, was not put in actual possession of his kingdom until 8&&   On
the other hand, the act of 817 dealt minutely with the relation in which
the brothers were to stand towards one another alter the death of Louis
the Pious.   Each was to be sovereign ruler within his own dominions,
To the king was to belong the proceeds of the revenue and taxes, and
he was to have full right to dispose of the dignities of bishoprics and
abbeys.   At the same time the Emperor's supremacy is ensured by a
series of provisions.   His two brothers are bound to consult him on all
occasions of importance; they may not make wax or conclude treaties
without his consent   His sanction is also required for their marriage*
and they are forbidden to marry foreigners.   They axe to attend at the
Emperor's court every year to offer their gift, to confer with him on

